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china s rapid economic growth modernization and globalization have led to
astounding  social  changes  contemporary  china  provides  a  fascinating
portrayal of society and social change in the contemporary people s republic of
china this book introduces readers to key sociological perspectives themes and
debates about chinese society it explores topics such as family life citizenship
gender ethnicity labour religion education class and rural urban inequalities it
considers  china s  imperial  past  the social  and institutional  legacies  of  the
maoist  era  and  the  momentous  forces  shaping  it  in  the  present  it  also
emphasises diversity and multiplicity encouraging readers to consider new
perspectives and rethink western stereotypes about china and its people real
life case studies illustrate the key features of social relations and change in
china definitions of key terms discussion questions and lists of further reading
help consolidate learning including full  colour maps and photographs this
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book offers remarkable insight into chinese society and social change

with a population of now over 1 3 billion people any change in china s social
environment is bound to have dramatic impact the china society yearbook
2006 provides analysis of and commentary on social issues in contemporary
china  broken  down  into  chapters  on  different  aspects  of  china  s  social
development  including  change  in  social  structure  population  growth
employment standard of living and education the yearbook provides detailed
insight into the vast changes in chinese society since the foundation of the
people s republic of china and the mao period the effects of the country s
ongoing reform and liberalization process on its social makeup the main aims
of the 11th five year plan and the daunting problems that china s economic and
social planners face as their country s economy adapts to a free market system
while  raising  the  standard  of  living  and  generating  employment  for  its
burgeoning work force also included are in depth comparisons of the country s
different social  groups including its  120 million migrant workers as well  as
descriptions of social development in different areas of china s vast hinterland
where economic development varies greatly from that of the economically
and socially upwardly mobile coastal  crescent compiled and edited by top
sociologists of the chinese academy of social sciences cass this collection of
current research and analysis represents some of the most pioneering and
influential articles by social science scholars in the people s republic of china

the 2008 volume of the china society yearbook the third volume in the annual
china society blue book series to be translated into english contains important
statistics and analysis from chinese scholars on a wide array of social issues in
china  topics  explored  in  this  volume  include  employment  social  security
national health insurance labor security political participation the internet food
safety  corruption and quality  of  life  along with analysis  this  volume offers
recommendations  and  insight  into  the  daunting  issues  and  opportunities
facing china as it transitions into a free market system

this penetrating study of china s social and cultural contacts with the west first
published in 1979 analyses the early images that china and the west had of one
another and the illusions and misconceptions that arose from these images
the book centres on the question why did china fail to become modernised
through contact with the west before the 1930s the author examines the roles
played by the agents of change emigrants missionaries traders scholars and
diplomats and the political economic social and cultural developments which
the transmission of their ideas set in motion the book also looks at the ways in
which change was frustrated by the rulers of the country the leaders of the
imperial government and later the warlords politicians and followers of chiang
kai shek through the author s analysis of the complex factors involved based
on extensive original research into private archive material from all over the
world and his study of the influence of centuries of chinese cultural tradition
china s slow path to modernisation is explained and illuminated google books

this new book provides an accessible and wide ranging introduction to the
main features of chinese society drawing on a wealth of material the author
offers  a  fresh  understanding  of  a  unique  society  that  has  undergone
continuous transformation and upheaval throughout the twentieth century
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understanding chinese society looks in all its richness at the society with the
largest  population  on  earth  in  order  to  explore  long  term  change  and
continuity the book examines china from pre revolutionary times to today s
rapidly modernising society although the focus is on recent change particular
attention is paid to china s cultural traditions and hierarchical relationships in
familial and wider social settings and their fate in the modern world successive
chapters investigate changes in the relations of rural  and urban sectors of
society in the structure of families in political and economic power in cultural
hegemony education and the media and in patterns of social inequality a final
chapter  asks  whether  chinese  society  is  becoming  more  complex  and
differentiated in the course of modernisation and considers recent debates on
the growth of civil society and democratisation this book will be indispensable
for anyone studying chinese society asian societies and comparative sociology

the  china  society  yearbook  volume  5  continues  the  ten  year  tradition  of
presenting  precise  and  venerable  academic  principles  by  compiling  the
findings of the chinese academy of social sciences subject research group for
the analysis and forecast of the social situation the focus of the research group
centered around three themes for 2009 2010 first the steps china is taking to
lead the country away from the shadow of the financial crisis and begin a new
stage of growth the second focus was how to organize this new growth stage
china  s  development  relies  on  upgrading  the  industrial  structures
transforming the social  and economic structures and stimulating domestic
consumption demand finally the group addressed china s policy of an overall
restructuring  that  focuses  on  major  societal  issues  such  as  employment
division of income education health and medical systems social security the
urban rural administration system public institution administration and the
community  and  social  organizational  reform  written  by  contributors  from
professional  research  and  survey  organizations  universities  and  related
governmental  sections  the  china  society  yearbook  volume  5  provides  an
excellent resource for those interested in current societal changes in china

as china gains power economically  politically  and militarily  and interaction
between the chinese and people outside china increases it becomes more and
more important that we understand the social factors that influence the daily
lives of china s population this new introductory textbook is suitable for all
students taking a course on chinese society it presents both historical and
contemporary  contexts  and  the  latest  available  research  findings  with
chapters covering many key aspects of life in china including religion social
policy and welfare the history and impact of the chinese communist party
familial relationships ethnicity gender the media and the education system
this textbook gives the reader a user friendly and comprehensive introduction
to the most important issues affecting chinese society today it also includes
handy pedagogical features such as a chronology of the people s republic of
china  further  reading  suggestions  and  related  novels  f i lms  and
autobiographies armed with such a book readers will not only gain a deeper
understanding of chinese society but a rewarding appreciation for the people
cultures and social organizations of the world s most populous country written
by a team of contributors from the uk china australia singapore and hong
kong understanding chinese society is suitable for anyone studying chinese
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society chinese studies and asian sociology

the concept of civil society was borrowed from 18th century europe to provide
a framework for understanding the transition to post authoritarian regimes in
latin america and post communist regimes elsewhere this book asks whether
this concept is useful for analyzing china

analysing the transformations that china has undertaken since 1989 wang hui
argues that it features elements of the new global order as a whole in which
considerations of  economic growth and development have trumped every
other concern particularly democracy and social justice

the book expounds on the role played by democracy in china s revolution and
modernization led by the communist party of china cpc and how the cpc in
both its party building and state building has constantly sought to leverage
democracy  s  positive  functions  while  avoiding  its  shortcomings  special
attention is paid to reconstructing and explaining the historical contexts from
which the party s theoretical innovations have emerged thus offering readers
insights into the inner political logic that has shaped china s development the
author a member of the party s senior policy panel offers a perceptive analysis
of the modernization of the country and its governing capacity and provides a
clear assessment of how democracy in china has developed with the times
always bearing the big picture in mind the author has not shied away from
some of the more controversial parts of china s recent history and his deep
understanding of relevant party documents and historical facts give strong
support to his analyses he concludes that that the party is central to leading
the nation to explore its path of socialism with chinese characteristics and that
the country has always emerged stronger after setbacks

the problems of corruption social injustice public unrest disparity in income
and regional development shortage of energy and resources unemployment
aging population inadequate social and economic safety network pollution etc
are poised to jeopardize political  stability and cast a shadow on the moral
foundation of economic reform how to cope with these new problems is a
daunting task facing the chinese leadership and people in the twenty first
century the new generation of leadership under hu jintao has begun to search
for solutions and directions building a harmonious society based on a scientific
view  of  development  has  become  a  new  catch  phrase  in  political  and
academic discourse in china and a newly adopted program by the chinese
government it  is  in this context that this edited volume brings together a
group  of  china  scholars  to  discuss  the  concept  and  goal  of  building  a
harmonious society this book will be of interest to professors and students of
china studies as well as policy makers and researchers

contains list of members

as  china  s  reforms take  root  citizens  are  allowed even encouraged to  be
socialist and profit driven at the same time this book examines this precarious
dyad demonstrating what reform has done to china s political and economic
mechanisms and how this dyad dominates the thinking of reformers
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society  schools  and  progress  in  china  is  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the
technology government social  relationships religion geography and arts  of
china

this is the first book length study of the development of civility in chinese
societies  although  some  social  scientists  and  political  philosophers  have
discussed civility none has defined it  as an analytical tool to systematically
measure attitudes and behavior and few have applied it  to a non western
society by comparing the development of civility in mainland china and taiwan
civility and its development the experiences of china and taiwan analyzes the
social conditions needed for civility to become established in a society schak
argues  that  the  attempts  to  impose  civility  top  down  from  the  state  are
ineffective  civility  appeared  in  taiwan  only  after  state  efforts  to  impose  it
ceased at the end of the 1980s when taiwan began to democratize and the prc
government civility campaigns have so far had only limited success the book
concludes with an examination of various differences between taiwan and the
prc relevant to taiwan s having become a society with civility while the prc still
encounters difficulties in doing so the essential factor in developing civility in
taiwan schak contends was its evolution from a place composed of myriad
small inward looking communities to a society in which everyone shares a
strong identity and civic consciousness and people consider others as fellow
members not anonymous strangers this book represents the most thorough
review of what social scientists once called the civilizing process in chinese
society david c schak builds on the earlier studies on this issue and goes well
beyond the established literature james watson fairbank professor of chinese
society and professor of  anthropology emeritus harvard university this  is  a
topic that people talk about all  the time and david c schak draws a lot of
material together in a systematic and comprehensive way that can stimulate
important  discussions  beyond  the  academy  thomas  gold  professor  of
sociology  university  of  california  berkeley
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way
we read, making books
more accessible than
ever. With the rise of
ebooks, readers can now
carry entire libraries in
their pockets. Among
the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a
popular choice. These
sites offer a treasure
trove of knowledge and
entertainment without
the cost. But what
makes these sites so
valuable, and where can
you find the best ones?
Let's dive into the world
of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
Ebook Sites

When it comes to
reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous
advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an
avid reader. Free ebook
sites allow you to access
a vast array of books
without spending a
dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the
go, or halfway around
the world, you can
access your favorite
titles anytime,
anywhere, provided you
have an internet
connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From
classic literature to
contemporary novels,
academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook
Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few

stand out for their
quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over
60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of
classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to
have a webpage for
every book ever
published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows
users to search and
preview millions of
books from libraries and
publishers worldwide.
While not all books are
available for free, many
are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a
large selection of free
ebooks in various
genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books
in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and
business books, making
it an excellent resource
for students and
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professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks
safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and
protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites
to ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors
and publishers but can
also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to
protect against malware
that can be hidden in
downloaded files.

Legal
Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the
book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for
educational purposes.

Academic
Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous
academic resources,
including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books
on various skills, from
cooking to
programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of
educational materials
for different grade levels
and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook
sites ensures there's
something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics
to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction
section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts
can find biographies,
self-help books,

historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide
range of subjects,
helping reduce the
financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers
can find a plethora of
children's books, from
picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility
Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which are
great for those who
prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font
Sizes

You can adjust the font
size to suit your reading
comfort, making it
easier for those with
visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features
can convert written text
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into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider
these tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an
e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a
device that offers a
comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it
easy to find and access
your favorite titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across multiple
devices, so you can pick
up right where you left
off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits,
free ebook sites come
with challenges and
limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are
available for free, and
sometimes the quality
of the digital copy can
be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how
you use the ebooks you
download, limiting
sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet
Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which can
be a limitation in areas
with poor connectivity.

Future of Free
Ebook Sites

The future looks
promising for free ebook
sites as technology
continues to advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely
make accessing and
reading ebooks even
more seamless and
enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand
internet access globally

will help more people
benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational
resources become more
digitized, free ebook
sites will play an
increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial
burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So
why not explore these
sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge
they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites
legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal.
They typically offer
books that are in the
public domain or have
the rights to distribute
them. How do I know if
an ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known and
reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and
Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the
site has proper security
measures. Can I
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download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats,
making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and

smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to their

books. How can I
support authors if I use
free ebook sites? You
can support authors by
purchasing their books
when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing
their work with others.
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